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Nicaragua semester approved

Senior Kaela Allton was accepted to participate in the program this year.
“I initially wanted to take the
easy route and go to an Englishspeaking country,” Allton said
in an email. “But after learning
about this immersion program, I
knew this was what I both wanted and needed to do.”
As reported in a program
review last year, students often come back with a stronger
sense of mission and a commit-

ment to continue working with
issues that they first confronted in Nicaragua. Many consider Xavier’s long-term work in
Nicaragua to be the precise intersection of theory and practice at
the university.
“The Solidarity Semester
seems like the perfect junction of
learning and experiencing what
justice means. It’s an opportunity
to put the Jesuit values into practice,” Allton said. “I know that
this semester will challenge my
notions of poverty and privilege,
and I hope to be able to find my
place among and with the people
in Managua.”
Walker also sees the program
fulfilling the university’s goals.
“Academic goals are enhanced
by the most unique aspect of
the semester, namely, the significant relationships that students
form with host families. In this
regard the Solidarity Semester in
Nicaragua achieves many of the
goals of Xavier, most especially
solidarity and kinship,” Walker
said.
In recent years, faculty have
been able to visit Managua and
have a condensed experience
of the semester through faculty learning community delegations. Walker hopes to expand
the Solidarity Semester in the
future, coordinating regular visits to Managua by faculty groups
and students for shorter time periods, such as spring break trips
and short summer immersion
opportunities.

of Cincinnati.
“We’re excited to bring students straight to the source of
the innovation that’s happening
right here in Cincinnati. We hope
they go back to campus with new
ideas and new connections that
can help spread the word even
further,” Wethington said.
The selected students were
handpicked by professors at the
participating universities.
“The professors sought out

students who they know have a
passion for entrepreneurship, and
each school has put together a diverse group of students who are
studying everything from design
to business to law to entrepreneurship,” Werthington said.
Ten Xavier students have been
selected and are participating in
the event. There will be no cost
for participating students because
funds for the event were raised
through donations from local
businesses.
“It seems like all of my professors stress the importance of
networking, and once I found
out about Destination Innovate, I
knew it was the perfect opportunity to do just that,” senior marketing major and entrepreneurial
studies minor Joe Linginfelter
said. “I’m particularly excited

about getting connected within
Cincinnati’s startup community
and seeing what opportunities lie
here after college.”
The tour begins at 8 a.m. with
a kick-off breakfast at Taft Law
Center downtown where Business
Columnist for the Cincinnati
Enquirer Josh Pichler and
Founder and CEO of Madecheck
Jeff Shepard will talk about startups in the local community.
Other tour stops include
Cintrifuse, Startup Office Hop
and The Brandery. The event will
end with a networking after-party at Venture for America that is
open to all students.
“We have a very packed schedule for participants,” Wethington
said. “They will truly give them
the lay of the land when it comes
to the local startup ecosystem.”
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Copy Editor Richard Meyer recaps the recent Synod on the
Family called by Pope Francis.

Cintas Center recently hosted
an exhibition game between
the Cleveland Cavaliers and
Indiana Pacers.
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Opinions & Editorials Editor
Tatum Hunter discusses the
media’s representation of people with disabilities.
page 9

The Newswire interviews Kelly
Phelps, the new chair of the
Art Department.

BY TAYLOR FULKERSON
Managing Editor
Disclaimer: Taylor Fulkerson participated in the Nicaragua program in
spring 2013.
After lengthy preparation
this summer and academic year,
the Center for International
Education (CIE) formally announced on Oct. 19 the return
of the Solidarity Semester in
Nicaragua.
Students will leave for
Nicaragua in late January or early
February and return to campus
before final exams.
The semester-long program
will place students with host
families in Barrio la Luz/14 de
Junio in Managua, Nicaragua,
where they will live, take classes
and do service through a Xaviercoordinated program.
Xavier has been working with
the same neighborhood since
1995.
The immersion model of the
program will afford the students
unique opportunities.
“The students are not going
down to give and teach solutions
to problems, but instead to build
relationships with the people
through community engagement
and home stays,” Study Abroad
Assistant Shannon O’Neill said
in an email.
The Solidarity Semester also
benefits host families, who are
“real partners in collaboration”
and are paid fair wages for their
work with the program, according to O’Neill. “But even beyond

this, lasting relationships have
been made as the families really
see the students as a part of their
family,” O’Neill said.
Xavier will also collaborate with the Universidad
Centroamericana (UCA) and the
Center for Global Education
(CGE) in Managua for this year’s
program.
According to Faculty Director
of Study Abroad C. Walker
Gollar, students on the program
will take two courses, History of

BY LYDIA ROGERS
Campus News Editor
Xavier students will have the
opportunity to gain first-hand
experience in Cincinnati’s entrepreneurship scene through
Destination Innovate.
The program offers a select group of 50 students
from Xavier, the University of
Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky
University and Miami University
(OH) the chance to connect with
the entrepreneurial community in
the city.
On Oct. 24, the selected students will take a day-long bus tour
to a variety of business start-ups
throughout Cincinnati.
“We found that many students – even if they are studying
entrepreneurship – have limited knowledge of the successful

startups, startup accelerators and
others in town who are making Cincinnati a thriving place
for entrepreneurs to put down
roots,” Associate Director of
Marketing and Public Relations at
Rockfish Digital Advertising Kari
Wethington said.
“Our goal is to open their eyes
to the local startup ecosystem,
and hopefully encourage some
of them to consider Cincinnati
as not just a place to study, but
a great place to start a career
or even their own business,”
Wethington said
Destination Innovate is sponsored by C-Change, the Cincinnati
USA Regional Chamber’s premiere leadership development
program for young professionals.
This year’s program is focused on
improving the overall perception
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Photo courtesy of C. Walker Gollar

CIE Executive Director Lea Minniti (right) in Barrio la Luz with a Nicaraguan host family: Kenia Castro Castillo
(left), her brother Kenneth (center left), her mother Blanca (center) and her daugher Valentina (center right)

Nicaragua and Psychology of
Liberation, at the UCA.
Xavier has not coordinated
with the UCA in recent years. The
relationship will not only supply
two courses for the program, but
also benefit the students.
“Having students take courses at the UCA will expose students to the academic rigor of
Nicaraguan higher education and
also bring them more fully into a
Nicaraguan university community,” Walker said.

Students to participate in Cincy entrepreneur program
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Campus News
Xavier honors James Foley with weekend mass “Stop the Silence, Stop the Violence”
brings awareness to domestic abuse
BY MADDIE DAY

Staff Writer
James
Foley,
an
American journalist who
died at the hands of
ISIS, was remembered
on Sunsay, Oct. 19 at
Bellarmine Chapel.
He worked with the
Boston-based Global
Post to shed light on
the struggles of people
impacted by war and
terror.
Foley and two of his
colleagues were captured
and detained in Libya in
2011.
During this time, he
Photo courtesy of Vanityfair.com
wrote the piece “Phone
Call Home” in apprecia- Journalist and video reporter James Foley was the first American citizen killed by ISIS.
tion of his undergraduate
others and an American hero,”
vention in both Iraq and Syria.
experience at Marquette University.
Foley would have celebrated Rev. Michael J. Sheeran, S.J., presiThe piece also describes the his 41st birthday on Oct. 18.
dent of the Association of Jesuit
positive impact of faith, famThis weekend, Jesuit colleges Colleges and Universities, said.
ily and prayer on Foley’s time in and universities across the country
Foley was honored at Xavier
confinement.
on
Sunday at the 4 and 10 p.m
banded together in solidarity and
In 2012, Foley was captured remembrance of Foley. His contri- student masses.
for a second time in Syria.
A number of other Jesuit unibutions to justice and freedom of
He hadn’t been heard from in the press will not be soon forgotten. versities, including Georgetown
nearly two years when a video of
He dedicated his life to people University, Saint Louis University,
his death surfaced on the Internet in places where free speech and Marquette University and Creighton
in August 2014.
freedom of the press do not exist. University, held services this weekAccording to the recording,
The masses and prayer services end to honor Foley for his courFoley was executed by Islamic ex- “honor the memory of a Jesuit age and dedication to peace and
tremists as a result of U.S. inter- alumnus who was a true man for freedom.
- Paid Advertisement -

BY REGINA WRIGHT

Staff Writer
Xavier’s chapter of the
National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) hosted “Stop the Silence,
Stop the Violence” on Oct. 20
as part of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
The issue of domestic violence
has been brought back into the
spotlight after some high-profile
cases of abuse.
“Recently in the media, there
have been several domestic violence incidents within sports, entertainment and the music industry, thus we felt it is time to bring
awareness to campus and to educate people on what domestic violence is,” Briana Davis, president
of the Pan-Hellenic Council, said.
Attendees at the “Stop the
Silence” event discussed the recent domestic violence cases in
the media, including those involving former NFL player Ray Rice,
soccer player Hope Solo and rapper Jay-Z.
Xavier Title IX Coordinator
Kate Lawson facilitated a discussion about these cases and how to
identify and help victims of domestic violence.

Davis and the NPHC hope that
the event and the ongoing discussion about abuse will educate
people about and bring awareness
to domestic violence as well as encourage victims to seek resources
for help.
“More importantly, (the event)
is to help everyone understand
and recognize all forms of domestic violence and the long term
effects of it,” Davis said.
According to the National
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (NCADV), more than 10
million men and women per year
(20 people per minute) are victims
of abuse by an intimate partner.
One in three women and one
in four men will be victims of domestic violence.
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month has evolved from the Day
of Unity, which is observed on
the first Monday in October.
The Day eventually became a
week of community and national evnts, and was expanded to a
month in 1987.
For more information on domestic violence, visit the NCADV
at www.ncadv.org.
Edited by Andrew Koch.
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Local spotlight: Clifton archaeology fair Students participate in local farmers market
BY MAX BRUNS

Staff Writer
The Archaeological Institute
of America (AIA) held its first
archaeology fair for Cincinnati
on Oct. 18 at the Clifton Cultural
Arts Center.
The day ended with an attendance of 300 visitors and 60 volunteers. Meg Sneeringer, graduate student of the University of
Cincinnati’s archaeology program,
helped to organize the event.
“The fair (was) a result of a lot
of fortuitous circumstances. With
the aid of many local organizations, such as the art museum and
Ohio’s Native American preservation sites, I think the fair accurately represents a totality of what
archeology is,” Sneeringer said.
The fair had presentations on
cultures from all different eras
and areas, ranging from Native
American sites in Ohio to places
like Ancient Greece and Rome.
Each presentation had a permanent
setup with authentic artifacts and
some reproductions and models.
The Ancient Rome presentation featured performers who
were reenacting a Roman legion.
One performer, Dex, had been reenacting for 40 years. “My favorite
part of the reenactment process is
the living history side of things.

I am taking what I think I know
and I’m trying to show whether or
not that could be the truth,” Dex
said. Dex and the other performer
were carrying around re-creations
of the Roman Legion’s knapsack,
which they had to carry for miles
each day on their backs. “Humans
are tactile creatures, and handling
artifacts makes the learning process that much more real,” he said
All of the people working at
the fair had similar attitudes about
the study of archeology, including Sneeringer, who said, “I think
it really gives a perspective on the
depth of the human experience.
There is a lot to be said about appreciating the time depth of humanity. It gives a sense of how
long humans have been on earth.”
Sneeringer hopes the AIA will
continue the fair far into the future. “We absolutely want this to
become an annual event. We’ve
had a really good response from
attendees and staff alike,” she said
For more information about
the AIA, visit its website at
http://www.archaeological.org/.
There are exhibits of Ancient
Egypt on permanent display at the
Cincinnati Art Museum, and the
AIA is presenting a guest lecturer
at the Cincinnati Art Museum on
Oct. 22.

BY SARRIS BALCERZAK

Staff Writer
A group of Xavier students
called Xavier Urban Farm sold
fresh vegatables alongside other local Cincinnati businesses and farmers at a farmers market hosted by
Norwood.
The group was started by sustainability department intern,
Taylor Roberts, who contacted
other students to start a business
with the three-fourths acre of fertile land on campus.
“We all had an interest in
sustainability, supporting local
business and strengthening the
community,” junior Redmond
Millerick said about working with
the Xavier Urban Farm.
On Oct. 18, the group sold
peppers, radishes, tomatoes and a
variety of greens to Norwood locals alongside local venders.
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
sold produce to raise money for
children in need.
Williams Avenue Community
Garden provided a variety of produce, caramel apples and homemade energy bars. Buona Terra, a
new dessert parlor in Mt. Lookout,
sold gelato, alongside other fresh
natural product stands.
“The market was amazing. We
loved getting to be a part of blos-

Xavier professor revives late poet’s last collection
BY JESS LARKIN

Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu

As literary executor for poet Harvey Shapiro, Dr. Norman Finkelstein (above)
edited the remainder of Shapiro’s collection “A Momentary Glory: Last Poems.”

Though he was mentored by
a number of objectivist poets, he
never identified with any particular school. Finkelstein identified
his writing as representative of a
characteristic New York poet.
“Yet the work is as edgy as
ever, and Harvey never abandons
of the supple, even jazzy wit that
is central to his style,” Finkelstein
said of Shapiro’s latest poems.
During his lifetime, Shapiro
worked as an editor for such publications as The Times, The New
York Times Magazine, The Times
Book Review and various others.
Shapiro is even known for his
role in works he did not personally wtire. In 1963, Shapiro suggested to the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. write a let-

ter from jail the next time he was
imprisoned. King took Shapiro’s
advice and composed the “Letter
from Birmingham Jail.” The letter was not published in the publication when Shapiro worked but
was published in The Christian
Century, amongst other magazines.
“Being a literary executor and
editor has been a new experience
for me,” Finkelstein said. “Harvey
was a dear friend, and I was very
moved to be named his literary
executor (he asked me back in
2002), and I was totally knocked
out when I found the poems after
he passed away.”
A composite preview of the
book can be found at http://jacket2.org/article/harvey-shapirosmomentary-glory along with five
of Shapiro’s poems.

hopes of getting the money we
need. We will be the main workers
at the farm, planting and harvesting the land,” Millerick said.
Senior business sustainability
major Joe McGrath has worked
with market research and financial analysis to discover what sells
when and to which markets.
“The fact that we have strong
community support is huge. The
Norwood community has expressed a lot of interest in seeing a local produce stand. North
Avondale is considered a ‘food
desert’ — zero walkable access to
fresh produce. A huge part of our
produce stand is to reach out to
those communities and develop a
relationship,” McGrath said.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Junior Redmond Millerick assists a customer at the local farmers market.

SAC hosts poet
Neil Hilbourn

BY MAX BRUNS

Copy Editor

Dr. Norman Finkelstein, member of the English department
and literary executor for Harvey
Shapiro, a New York poet, edited
the remainder of Shapiro’s final
collection of poems entitled, “A
Momentary Glory: Last Poems.”
Shapiro died in early 2013 and
Finkelstein was fortunate enough
to look through his most recent
work.
Unexpectedly,
Finkelstein
found a collection of about 100
pages of Shapiro’s later poems
within two file folders as he sorted through his manuscripts in
New York.
Some of Shapiro’s other poems
were sold to his alma mater, Yale
University.
The collection Finkelstein
stumbled upon contained poems
about love, Shapiro’s service in
World War II as an Air Force gunner and observations about the
bustling city life of Manhattan,
using themes that were commonly
seen in Shapiro’s “edgy” writing.
“But in all of the poems in this
last manuscript, there is an intensity, an urgency and a deep, meditative awareness that I find quietly
astonishing,” Finkelstein said in a
preview about the book.
Shapiro’s writing was often
influenced by such poets as Hart
Crane, Charles Reznikoff, Walt
Whitman and many others and
was well-known for his epigrammatic style of writing and subtle
humor.

soming farmers market like the
Norwood Farmers Market and
establishing connections within
the community with other local
groups,” Millerick said.
The Xavier Urban Farm team
plans to take its small business to
the next step Oct. 25, when it will
present to a board of investors to
acquire proper funds to officially
start the business.
The team constructed a business plan complete with a finance
report and established prizes and
abated funds in order to attract
investors.
“To establish this business,
we had to put a lot of effort into
developing a presentation for
the board of investors, all in the

Staff Writer
The Student Activities Council
(SAC) hosted Neil Hilborn, a
poet famous for a viral poem
called “OCD,” on Oct. 20 in the
Gallagher Student Center (GSC).
There were 104 students in attendance at the event, which had
a similar format to a slam poetry
competition, though the performers were not scored by audience
members.
Hilborn invited students to
come up and recite original works,
and a total of 15 students got up
on stage and read.
“It takes a lot of guts to come
up here and say your own poems
like that,” Hilborn said, applauding
as the first student took the stage.
He continued that applause for
every performer and was very energetic about the performance.
“There’s no other art form that
asks you to so deeply think about
your feelings and then condense
them. It’s that emphasis on precision and conciseness that I love
about poetry, and I’m excited by
others wanting to share in the
art,” Hilborn said in an interview
after the show.
SAC board members Leo
Biette and Briana Cloney, who organized the event, were very happy about having Neil at Xavier.
“(SAC) chose Hilborn to come
and perform over the summer.
He stood out to us because we
wanted an act that was a little less
mainstream and more interactive;
the student performance added to

the show,” Cloney said.
This is not the first time Xavier
has hosted a spoken word performance event. A poet named Asia
came to Xavier last year and will
be returning in November.
“Events like this are great because of the audience reactions.
The number doesn’t matter. If
five people walk away touched by
the performance, feeling true enjoyment or fulfillment, we’ve done
our job,” Biette said, when asked
about hosting poets at Xavier.
The “off-beat” and “unique
nature” of the event was a central
focus for the council.
“We wanted to cater to a different group of students than normal. Not everyone likes poetry,
but we wanted to consider the
ones who do,” Cloney said.
Hilborn won the National
Poetry Slam competition and
has been performing for years.
He graduated from Macalester
College in 2011 with a degree in
creative writing.
He now works full-time as
a poet and spoken word artist,
thanks to the takeoff of “OCD.”
“I got lucky and got an agent
who allowed me to make this
a full-time career. I’m so lucky;
there are just so many people who
are better than I am who deserve
the career, so I give thanks every
day for the opportunity,” Hilborn
said.
To listen to some of Neil’s poems, visit www.buttonpoetry.com.
Asia will be on campus on Nov. 17
in the GSC Theatre.
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BY ERICA LAMPERT

Staff Writer
Xavier University recently hosted journalist Cynthia
Barnett, author of the book “Blue
Revolution:
Unmaking
America’s Water Crisis.”
Barnett has researched
the water crisis throughout the world. She has
traveled to places such
as the Suwannee River in
Florida and Singapore to
research and discover innovative ideas within those
communities.
Barnett’s book expresses concern for the water
crisis in the United States,
predominately focusing on
the issue in California.
When she traveled to
California, Barnett had
discovered that over 300
gallons of water were consumed by each person every single day, which is four
times as much as Perth,
Australia.
Many
researchers
and scholars attribute
America’s water crisis to
climate change, as well
as sand and soil that absorb the groundwater. However,
Barnett claims that the water crisis
also comes from those who carelessly consume water around the
world.
“The problem is endemic. It’s
not just the arid West that is suffering, since even moist places
such as Florida are rapidly using

Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu

up their groundwater supplies,”
Barnett said. “It all comes down
to human actions. Conserving
water and changing how we manage it would do a great deal to re-

On Oct. 19, Barnett spoke at
Xavier about her ideas and how
the nation’s water supply, which
used to be ample, is now diminishing. She spoke about how this
situation was and can be
avoided and does not
have to continue this way.
“The ultimate water treatment is that we
treat water differently,”
Barnett said.
Barnett believes that
if all Americans come together to stop pollutants
and conserve more water,
the future water supply
will not be jeopardized
for future generations,
ecosystems and business.
“The United States
needs a new ethic for
water. The country must
come together to pollute
less and use less,” Barnett
said. “Agriculture, sewage
plants, lawn fertilizers,
runoff from our millions
of miles of streets and
parking lots all are part
of the problem.”
Her research and
book have placed her at
Photo courtesy of amazon.com the top for best science
lieve the ever-accelerating crisis,” nonfiction of the decade. “Blue
Barnett said.
Revolution: Unmaking America’s
Barnett has traveled to Water Crisis” was one of the top
Singapore, a city-state that suffers 10 science books according to The
from a water crisis, to obtain ideas Boston Globe. The Globe stated
on how to conserve the water that that Barnett has taught many how
America still has left. One of the to improve from this crisis of wamethods that Singapore utilizes is ter shortage.
the purification of sewage water.
Edited by Meredith Francis

Events

Compiled by Meredith Francis

Family Fall Fest
Saturday, Oct. 25
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Xavier Yard

“Fed Up” Film and Discussion
Monday, Oct. 27
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Kennedy Auditorium

Trip to Berry Farms

Tuesday, Oct. 28
Time TBA
Buses leave Buenger Circle for
Blooms and Berries Market

Trip to Hoodie Allen Concert*
Monday, Nov. 3
6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Bogart’s

Trip to Bengals vs. Browns
Game*

Thursday, Nov. 6
7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Buses leave Buenger Circle for
@xaviernewswire
Xavier Newswire
Paul Brown Stadium
* Limited ticket event. Ticket information coming soon.

Connect
with us

Police
Notes
Oct. 13, 9:56 p.m. – Xavier
Police, Physical Plant and
Residence Life investigated a report of a wireless camera found
attached to a window facing outside the building in the Village
Apartments. The students in
that building knew nothing
about the camera, which was
confiscated.
Oct. 15, 1:02 a.m. – A student seen stumbling through
the Husman Lot was cited for
underage consumption and possession of a fictitious ID.
Oct. 15, 11:35 a.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
a suspicious person soliciting
money inside Elet Hall. The area
was searched, but officers were
unable to locate the suspect.
Oct. 15, 5:49 p.m. – Xavier
Police investigated an accident report at a newly acquired
property in the 1700 block of
Dana Avenue. A semi-truck had
backed into the building, causing minor damage to the gutter.

Oct. 17, 9:10 p.m. – An officer on routine patrol in the
Victory Family Park discovered
a marijuana pipe and confiscated it as evidence.

port of an odor of marijuana
in a residence in the Village
Apartments. Six students were
interviewed and Residence Life
will follow up.

Oct. 17, 11:19 p.m. – Two
students smoking marijuana
on Hayden Field were cited for
drug abuse.

Oct. 18, 11:07 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
in investigating an alcohol complaint in a room in Buenger
Hall. The students were reluctant to provide identification.

Oct. 18, 2:02 a.m. – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue and Residence Life assisted an underage, intoxicated
student in Fenwick Place. The
student was checked by medics
and allowed to stay in his or her
room to sleep it off.
Oct. 18, 3:11 a.m. – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue and Residence Life assisted an underage, intoxicated
non-student visitor in Fenwick
Place. The individual was
checked by medics and allowed
to sleep it off.
Oct. 18, 7:12 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence
Life in investigating a re-

Oct. 18, 11:37 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
in investigating a report of
three juveniles looking into
cars parked near University
Station. Two juveniles were detained after a brief foot pursuit
and were released to Norwood
Police.
Oct. 19, 12:11 a.m. –
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
transported an underage, intoxicated student who fell
and struck his or her head in
Kuhlman Hall. The student
also had a fictitious ID in his or
her possession.

Oct. 19 12:45 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with an underage, intoxicated student who had a stolen bike in his
or her possession at Montgomery
Road and Cleneay Avenue. The
student was cited by Norwood
Police and was released. The bike
was confiscated.
Oct. 19, 5:58 p.m. – Xavier
Police received a report from a
student who said he or she was
being stalked by another student.

Note of the

Find us on
the web:
xaviernewswire.com

Find us on
social media:

Week

The Duke of
Biohazard
Oct. 16, 1:48 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
with a health and safety inspection at the Manor House
where a student living in one
of the apartments had placed
biohazard signs throughout
the room and taped the refrigerator shut as a joke.

Xavier Newswire

@xaviernewswire
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francism@xavier.edu
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Chocolate lovers flock to Cintas Bellarmine Chapel to host

United Nations Day event
BY RICHARD MEYER

take a picture while holding a
sign that says "World Parliament
The Cincinnati Chapter of Now," which will be shared with
Citizens for Global Solutions groups from other countries.
along with Bellarmine Chapel
"We will also have homemade
will host an event as a part of chocolate chip cookies and apple
the Global Week of Action for a cider. We'll have a handout and
World Parliament Assembly.
answer questions about (the) idea
This event is one of many be- of global democracy," Urmston
ing held throughout the world said.
during the Global Week of Action
As a former professor at Xavier
which happens from Oct. 17-26.
as well as one of the initiators for
Citizens for Global Solutions is the discussion about forming the
a group that advocates for a unit- Peace Studies minor, Urmston
ed federrealizes the
ation of
importance
nations
of getting
as well as
the youth
world deinvolved in
mocracy.
starting a
Photo courtesy of globalsolutions.org movement
" I f
students, faculty, administration for World Parliament.
and staff think the idea is worth
"I’m 89 now and retired alexploring, I hope they will search though I still work with Christian
out the advantages of thinking Life Community and Citizens
in a holistic way and make this a for Global Solutions, Cincinnati
better Xavier for a better world," Chapter," Urmston said.
member of Cincinnati's Citizens
"We would love to have a stufor Global Solutions and former dent branch. I’m hoping this brief
Xavier professor Father Benjamin event will get students and faculty
Urmston, S.J. said.
thinking about an idea 'whose
"Joining Faith and Justice, I time has come,'" Urmston said.
hope Xavier moves together for
The event will be held at 4 p.m.
a vision of a workable world, one on Oct. 24 near the clock tower of
in which 'it is easier to be good,' a Gallagher Student Center.
world more in accord with God’s
For more information about
Word."
Citizens for Global Solutions, visit
At the event, the people will www.worldparliamentnow.org.
Copy Editor

Photo courtesy of cincinnatichocolatefestival.com

Over 25 vendors, including Graeter’s, attended the Cincinnati Chocolate Festival, which also served as a philanthropic event.
BY JUSTIN WORTHING
supported the Sisterhood, whose and cupcakes were also available

Staff Writer
Chocolate lovers from all
across the city visited Cintas
Center on Oct. 19 for the fifth
annual Cincinnati Chocolate
Festival.
Attendees sampled chocolates,
candies and wines from over
25 vendors, including Graeter’s,
Kroger and smaller, local chocolate venues were in attendance.
The Isaac M. Wise Temple
Sisterhood, a local Jewish Reform
organization, created the festival
as a way to raise awareness and
funds for local causes.
“There wasn’t an event like it,”
event organizer Leigh Michelsen
said in an interview with ICRCTV.
“There are so many events that
are similar to others, but when you
can really put together something
special, it can attract thousands of
people,” Michelson said.
All proceeds from the event

past philanthropic donations include the Over-The-Rhine Soup
Kitchen, the Freestore Foodbank
and the Interfaith Hospitality
Network, among others. The
event was also sponsored by
Kroger and Bella Luna.
Those who attended received
five tickets that they could use for
samples from vendors, with the
option to purchase more tickets if
they were still interested in more
samples.
Tickets could be purchased at
Kroger for seven dollars or at the
door for $10.
Vendors displayed a variety of
sampling options, from chocolate bars to chocolate syrups.
Chocolats Latour, for instance,
featured a “Bubba Bar” containing bacon and sea salt, and
Maverick Chocolate Company
made chocolate syrup from cocoa
beans in front of attendees. Wine

News in Brief

for purchase.
Besides sampling, the festival
also featured vendor competitions
in different chocolate categories.
Judges rated the qualities of gelatos, cupcakes, cookies and candy
bars, as well as the most creative
use of chocolate and the best of
show.
Attendees could also watch
“celebrity chef demos” featuring
cooking demonstrations by local chocolate chefs Lisa Cooper
Holmes, Nathan Sivitz and
LaDawn Spivery.
For families, the festival featured a kids zone with face painting and magicians, and many other
children’s activities.
For more information on any
of the vendors present at the
Cincinnati Chocolate Festival, as
well as information about next
year’s event, visit cincinnatichocolatefestival.com.

- United States and World News -

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

ISIS conducts multiple attacks on Kurdish
forces in Iraq

ISIS militants launched a series of attacks on Kurdish forces
in Iraq on Oct. 20, according to Kurdish officials. ISIS conducted as many as 15 separate attacks in an effort to gain more
territory in northern Iraq. On Oct. 19, the U.S. conducted an
operation in which weapons, ammunition and medical supplies
were dropped to assist Kurdish forces fighting ISIS militants in
Kobani, a key town on the Syrian-Turkish border.

Oscar Pistorius sentenced in murder trial
South African Olympic athelete Oscar Pistorius was recently
sentenced to five years in prison after being found guilty of culpable homicide in the shooting death of his girlfriend Reeva
Steenkamp. Pistorius will likely be eligible for house arrest after
serving 10 months. Judge Thokozile Matilda Masipa was criticized for giving Pistorius what some consider to be a light sentence. Masipa said she was trying to find the balance between
justice and mercy. The trial received international attention because Pistorius competed in the 2012 London Olympics, where
he became the first athelete with no legs to run on special blades,
earning him the nickname “the Blade Runner.”

Nerve injection allows paralyzed man to walk
An experimental treatment in Poland has allowed one man to
walk again. Darek Fidyka was paralyzed in a knife attack in 2010,
and has been able to walk again after surgeons in Poland and
scientists in London combined a new form of cell treatment
with physical therapy. Surgeons took olfactory ensheathing cells,
special cells that make up the sense of smell, from Fidyka’s nose
and injected them into the injured portion of his spinal cord,
allowing the damaged spinal cord cells to regenerate. Fidyka can
now walk with the help of a support frame after two years of
treatment. Though the treatment has only worked on Fidkya,
scientists are optimistic, calling this treatment “groundbreaking.”

Papal synod on family concludes

Preliminary meeting of bishops does not reach conclusive decision on church teaching

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
Pope Francis concluded a summit of bishops in the Vatican on
Oct. 19 called the Synod on the
Family, beginning a discussion
on the Catholic Church’s idea of
family.
Over the course of the twoweek period, over 200 bishops
attended the synod which met
to open a dialogue, calling the
Catholic Church to accept gay
people, divorced people, as well
as unmarried couples and children
of nontraditional families.
A committee of bishops who
were chosen by Pope Francis produced a document which outlined
these topics.
An interim version of the document, which was released halfway
through the synod, stated that gay
people have “gifts and qualities to
offer the Christian community” as
well as claiming that the “precious
support” of homosexual partners
should not be discounted.
The document also stated that
churches should acknowledge that
“there are positive aspects of civil
unions and cohabitation,” and
should also welcome the children
of these nontraditional familes.
However, after discussing the
document throughout the remainder of the summit, it was amended
and by the end said what has been

Photo courtesy of time.com

Pope Francis and former Vatican Secretary of State cardinal Angelo Sodano
arrive at the synod where a discussion of Church policy on family was held.

called a “watered-down” version
of the original statements. The
revised section stated that “people
with homosexual tendencies must
be welcomed with respect and
delicacy.”
The parts of the document
that addressed the nontraditional
families could not gain acceptance
by way of a two-thirds vote.
The Church will continue to
study the issue of cohabitation,
divorce and remarried Catholics
and whether or not they should
be able to receive Communion.
No decision was made in this pre-

liminary synod.
“Unfortunately ... doctrine
won out over pastoral need,”
DignityUSA said in a statement
regarding the decision made at the
Synod. “It is disappointing that
those who recognized the need
for a more inclusive Church were
defeated.”
This year’s synod was a preliminary gathering of bishops, leading up to the Ordinary Synod of
the Family, which will take place
in October 2015 where the same
questions will be addressed with
more bishops involved.
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West, Posey return to campus as James thrives

BY NICK MCGILL
Sports Editor

As Xavier grads David West
and James Posey returned to campus and superstar Lebron James
made an appearance in Cincinnati,
Cintas Center was the place to be
as thousands of basketball fans
filed into their seats to watch the
NBA preseason matchup.
The Cleveland Cavaliers and
the Indiana Pacers faced off on
campus as part of a preseason exhibition before the season begins
in late October.
Professional basketball has
been vacant from Cincinnati for

many years.
In 1957, the Royals organization was moved to Cincinnati
and thrived with players like John
Lucas and Oscar Robertson.
Quickly, the franchise began
declining.
There was a change in ownership and shuffling around of
players.
The Royals moved from
Cincinnati in 1972 and the presence of professional basketball
has been near vacant since the
team left town.
Needless to say, this was a big
event for NBA fans in the area.

Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder

Xavier grad David West made a return to his old home to play at Cintas.

Many Cincinnatians have formed
an alliance with the Cavaliers as
part of an allegiance to Ohio,
while fewer have become loyal to
the Pacers.
Despite the otherwise underwhelming nature of a preseason
game, the crowd was excited to
watch some of the best NBA
players face-off in a city with an
lack of professional basketball.
The Cavs hosted the Pacers in
the home game away from home,
and Cavs fans greatly outnumbered their opponents.
Hoisted on the cat-walk above
the home locker room tunnel were
two banners welcoming home
Xavier alumni West and Posey.
West has been a rock for the
Pacers since joining the team in
2011.
Posey now works as an assistant on the Cavaliers coaching
staff.
Perhaps overshadowing the return of these two Musketeers was
James, arguably the best player of
this generation.
Fans at Cintas Center roared
as James was introduced to the
crowd and he continued to be the
player to watch during his somewhat limited time on the court
during the game.
Shortly after tip-off, the Pacers
ran a designed play to get West the

Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder

Cavaliers superstar Lebron James warms up before a game in Cintas.

ball, who quickly tallied the first
score of the game. In response,
Cleveland pressed the ball down
the floor to James who, in turn,
scored his own bucket.
Cintas Center erupted as the
poster boy of the NBA showcased his talent.
James consistently executed
plays and quietly recorded 26
points in 24 minutes of play on
9-12 shooting.
West finished the game with 15
points with a much less impressive
7-18 from the field.
On West’s return, Pacers head
coach Frank Vogel commented
on its meaning.

“(West) said it was pretty cool,
that it was good to see some familiar faces and have lots of
friends and family come to watch
the game,” Vogel said.
West graduated from Xavier
in 2003, and this was an exciting
return to campus as a player after
having played in a Xavier uniform.
At the end of the day, Xavier
has shown another example of
how it is a prominent figure in the
basketball scene in Cincinnati.
Teaming up with these professional teams gave Xavier muchappreciated coverage as it looks
to improve on its basketball image
and prowess.

Opinion: Donavon leaves legacy Smith makes history

BY ANDREW UTZ

Staff Writer
Landon Donovan announced
his forthcoming retirement from
soccer back in August.
On Oct. 10, he started his final
game for the United States national team. The 32-year-old wore the
captain’s armband in the friendly
match against Ecuador.
The entire stadium was packed,
looking more like a World Cup
match than a friendly match.
Fans chanted Donovan’s name
from when the first whistle blew
to the moment he stepped off the
pitch.
He was the catalyst of the first
goal, making a cross that found
the feet of Jozy Altidore.
Altidore slid the ball to the top
of the box to DeAndre Yetlin,
who found Mix Diskerud at the
penalty spot.
Diskerud slotted the ball past
the diving Ecuadorian goalkeeper
to mark a goal in the fifth minute.
In the ninth minute, Donovan
had the opportunity to add to the
goal count, with a header that was
saved.
He broke away again in the
25th, set up by Altidore. His shot
hit the right post and went out of
play.
In the 40th minute, Donovan
was substituted off.
He handed off the captain’s
armband to Altidore and walked
off to a chorus of cheers.
If asked who the most influential person to advocate soccer
in the United States is, the answer would have to be Landon
Donovan.
He has been the face of the

American soccer team for 15
years. He was the reason why the
team made it into the knockout
rounds of the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa.
Donovan’s legacy is embedded
in the United States culture.
He first appeared on the world
stage in the 2002 World Cup, scoring two goals in the United States
run to the quarter finals.
Though he was left out of
the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, he
holds the record for most goals
(57), most assists (58) and most
minutes played (12,853) on the
men’s national team for all international matches.
His retirement now leaves
a gap in the identity of United
States soccer.
His memorable goals, passing
and speed were influential to the

way young people learned to play
soccer.
Donovan gave meaning to
a game that many thought was
dominated by European teams.
He played in Major League
Soccer during its infancy, influencing players like David Beckham
and Thierry Henry to join the
league.
Watching the game on Oct. 10,
it was remeniscent of the United
States playing in South Africa in
the 2010 World Cup.
His goal against Algeria to send
the U.S. to the knockout rounds
sparked everyone to watch the
2014 World Cup in Brazil.
His role as a leader for the national team and for his professional club has left a lasting impact on
the game of soccer in the United
States.

Photo courtesy of zimbio.com

Landon Donovan is retiring from soccer after many years of dominance.

BY ISABEL SMITH
Staff Writer

Conference play continued
for the Xavier women’s volleyball team. In the past week, the
team hosted two Big East rivals, the DePaul University Blue
Demons and the Butler University
Bulldogs, at Cintas Center.
Senior Aubree Smith once
again has shown dominating
performances.
The match against DePaul
was a part of Xavier’s “Dig Pink
Night.” The event honors those
who battled or are currently battling breast cancer.
The team put in an impressive
effort and came out on top against
the Blue Demons (3-1).
DePaul started out strong with
a win in the first set, 25-20. Xavier
responded by taking the next
three sets, 25-16, 25-17 and 25-22.
In the second frame, Xavier
kept its initial lead and eventually
held DePaul to 16 points.
The Muskies kept their lead
for the entire frame and held an
11-point lead (21-10), their greatest lead of the match, toward the
end of the set.
In set three, sophomore Abbey
Bessler had an impressive seven
kills. Senior Sariah Surydevara
had seven digs, and Smith had 17
assists.
The fourth and final set was a
close battle.
Neither team led by more than
three points.
The Musketeers and Blue
Demons were tied at 22 when
Xavier scored three unanswered
points and ended the match.
In the win over DePaul, Bessler

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Smith (10) pumps up her teammates.

had her third consecutive doubledouble with 20 kills and 19 digs.
Junior Makalya Agin (13), redshirt sophomore Sofia Peterson
(10) and freshman Kristen Massa
(10) also recorded double-digit
kills.
Xavier played on Oct. 18
against Butler at Cintas Center.
While the Musketeers had a
disappointing five-set loss to the
Bulldogs, Smith had a notable performance and surpassed a career
milestone.
The setter became the first
player in Xavier history to pass the
4,000 assist- 1,000 dig mark.
With her career-high 24 digs,
50 assists and four kills, Smith’s
career stats stand at 4,356 assists
and 1,007 digs.
The Musketeers (12-9, 5-4 Big
East) hit the road for their next
match against Big East opponent
Seton Hall on Oct. 24 in South
Orange, N.J.
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World Series matchup set Men earn top-25 ranking
BY RYAN O’TOOLE
Staff Writer

The Kansas City Royals and
San Francisco Giants are set to
square off in what looks to be an
exceptional World Series starting
Oct. 21.
It is only the second Fall Classic
between two Wild Card teams,
and the first featuring two teams
with less than 90 regular-season
wins. Both teams have relied on
solid pitching and clutch hitting
to succeed, a pretty standard formula for October success.
The Royals are coming in as
one of the hottest teams in postseason history.
In eight games, including the
thrilling one-game Wild Card
playoff win against the Athletics
and convincing series victories
over the Angels and the Orioles,
Kansas City is a perfect 8-0.
In fact, since the All-Star
break, they have gone 49-27, making them the best team in baseball
for the second half of the season.

Photo courtesy of news.sportslogos.com

The World Series starts Oct. 21.

Leading the team is pitchers
James Shields and Wade Davis
along with offensive forces Mike
Moustakas and Alex Gordon.
The Royals, playing in their
first postseason since 1985, are
making Kansas City proud.
Meanwhile, the Giants are in
familiar territory. They have won
two championships in the past
four years and are looking to start
some dynasty talk.
The roster features Tim
Lincecum, a two time Cy Young
winner, and Buster Posey, the
2012 National League Most
Valuable Player. The Giants also
went through the one-game playoff, throttling Pittsburgh before
handily beating the Nationals and
Cardinals.
But these are certainly very different teams. As mentioned before, the Giants have some players with notable awards while the
Royals roster features no one with
more than 20 home runs.
The Royals have the 18th highest payroll at $90 million, while
the Giants hold the sixth highest at $150 million. If the Royals
want to win, they will have to beat
a team that knows a thing or two
about championship rings.
If the Giants want to start the
dynasty discussion, they must beat
a team that has not lost in weeks.

Swim team shines
BY ADAM TORTELLI

Staff Writer
After a strong start, both the
men’s and women’s teams are
poised to assume their positions
within the conference’s top-5 by
season’s end.
Last season, the women’s team
found great success late in the
year.
Truly hitting their stride when
it counted most, head coach
Brent MacDonald’s girls proved
their legitimacy by claiming third
place in the conference at the Big
East Championships.
Also in impressive fashion,
Xavier men’s swimming took
home the title from the meet in
Sewell, N.J., winning the school’s
first ever Big East title.
Lost in the midst of midterm
stress and anticipation for fall
break, the swimming and diving
teams made waves when opening their season on Sept. 28 at
Butler’s Fall Invitational.
A highlight for the Musketeers
in the first meet was freshman
Paxtyn Drew.
She did more than just get her
feet wet in the inaugural meet of
her college career.
Drew’s 200-yard backstroke
clocked in at 2:08.48, a time that
not only earned her first-place
but also immediately places her at
13th for Xavier’s all-time in that
event.
She established herself as a
force to be reckoned with in the
conference.
Following the annual Alumni
preparation meet, the Muskies
traveled to the University of
Louisville to face the talented

Cardinals in their first dual meet
of the year.
While neither team returned
to Ohio victorious, the talent they
faced is essential for the teams’
success later in the season.
Sophomore Emily Wagner catapulted herself in the 1000-yard
freestyle all-time ranking from
15th to sixth.
After traveling for consecutive weeks, the Musketeers settled
down this past weekend against
local opponents.
On Oct. 17, Xavier dove into
its meet versus crosstown rival
Cincinnati.
Despite a loss to the Bearcats,
Xavier remains confident in its
athletes’ ability in the pool.
Junior Luke Johanns continues
to dominate in the 50- and 100yard freestyle events (both of
which he holds Xavier records).
Both the men’s and women’s
teams also swept the top-three
finishes for the 200-yard freestyle
relay.
Shortly following losses to
a bitter rival, the Musketeers’
struggles continued, with defeats
against the Miami University
Redhawks in Oxford, Ohio.
Junior Rob Van Kirk took
home his first individual secondplace finish of the year in the 200yard breast stroke.
On the women’s end, sophomore Ashley Whiteley had an impressive finish, taking second in
the 100 butterfly.
From Johanns’s freestyle to
Drew’s backstroke, both Xavier
men’s and women’s swimming will
be expecting great finishes to the
2014-15 season.

BY BRENDAN BURRIS
Staff Writer

a nationally-ranked oponent,
Xavier has not gone unbeaten in
its last eight matches.
The Musketeers have crept up
to No. 16 in the national rankings and continue to be a dominant force against conference

was not able to come away with
the victory, falling 2-1 in a tough
matchup.
Butler scored the first goal just
after halftime (47th minute), but
Xavier was able to net the equalizer 5 minutes later (52nd minute).

As the men’s and women’s
soccer season nears its end, both
teams have faced tough opponents and are looking to finish the
season strong heading into the Big
East tournament.
On Oct. 18, the
men’s team took on
the Creighton Blue
Jays, who are ranked
No. 6 in the nation.
This was a huge
test for the men’s
team that has been
nearly overpowering
this entire season.
After a 57th minute goal by freshman
Matt Vasquenza, the
Musketeers looked
prime for a big conference win.
Confidence was
high as Xavier took
a second-half lead
over the national
powerhouse.
Creighton, however, was able to
tie the game in the
82nd minute with a
free kick from just
outside the 18-yard
box.
Xavier perhaps
had become too
complacent after
finally succeeding
in gaining an edge
over Creighton.
The two teams
Newswire photo by Liz Goold
headed into overRedshirt
senior
Will
Walker
directs
traffic
in
Xavier’s
tie
against
the
Creighton
Bluejays.
time, where the defense for both teams
Butler’s response goal was even
stood strong, and they headed opponents.
into another competitive overtime
Xavier has finally seen national quicker than the Musketeers, as
period.
recognition after a long run of they scored their second and final
Xavier led the overtime in impressive play dating back to last goal just 41 seconds later.
The team is now 3-11-3 on the
shots (3-1), but neither team was season.
able to break through and the
The team next plays at 7 p.m. year and 0-6-1 in the Big East, and
match ended in a 1-1 draw.
on Nov. 1 against Villanova. has only two regular season games
With his goal versus the Blue After the end of the regu- remaining.
The team looks to notch a couJays and an assist earlier in the lar season, the Musketeers will
year against DePaul, Vasquenza head to Chester, Pa., for the Big ple of conference wins before the
was named Big East Rookie of East Championships, hosted by season ends.
Xavier plays DePaul on Oct. 25
the Week for the second time this Villanova.
season.
They will look to make a solid in Chicago and it finishes its seaThe Musketeers are now 9-3-2 impact on their second confer- son on Oct. 31 against Creighton.
The women’s soccer Big East
on the year and 3-0-2 in the Big ence final.
East with four games remaining in
On Oct. 19, the women’s team Championships will be played
the regular season.
hosted the Butler Bulldogs at on Nov. 7 and 9 in Jamaica, N.Y.,
With this impressive tie against the Xavier Soccer Complex, but hosted by St. John’s.

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

The women’s soccer team lines up during pregame ceremonies in preparation for a home match.
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Women must set an example of respect

I am a feminist, and there’s no way around that
completely irrevocable fact.
There are three things that bring me to this conclusion about myself – my strong opinions about
women’s rights, my belief that gender inequality is a
real problem and my desire to feel comfortable in my
own body, no matter the circumstance.
Though all of these issues are close to my heart, it
is the last one that has been weighing on me most heavily in recent
months.
With the growth of the
#YesAllWomen and #HeForShe
campaigns on Twitter, I’ve noticed
an increase in the number of feminism-related social media posts, all
stemming from the idea that men
should respect women.
The #YesAllWomen campaign
invites women to share stories in
which they were victims of harassment or discrimination. Though the
campaign doesn’t specify, a majority
of the #YesAllWomen stories involve the violence of men against
women.
I am not here to say that this
is not a problem, because it most
certainly is. I’ve certainly met my fair share of men
who refuse to look past my gender when they interact with me. Everywhere women go, they deal
with comments, looks and touches that make them
uncomfortable.
However, it’s not only men that women need to
watch for.
I have to be honest. I have probably received
just as many, if not more, rude and disrespectful
comments from other women as I have from men.
Though it’s a different type of harassment, the comments that other women make can be just as degrading as a cat-call from a man on the street.
“Girls can be mean,” my mother told me back
in middle school. It’s something that has stuck with
me, even now as a junior in college. It does, however,
sound quite a lot like an excuse.
I’ve read over and over again that the phrase “boys
will be boys” isn’t fair because it doesn’t give men
enough credit, making them sound immature and incapable of respect. Doesn’t “girls can be mean” do
the exact same?
I like to think that both men and women are capable of more than disrespect and hatred for each
other.

Why is it, then, that people continue to degrade
women or assign them stereotypes just because of
the type of clothing they are wearing? If a woman
decides that she is comfortable in shorts and a crop
top, she deserves just as much respect as a woman in
a floor length skirt and T-shirt.
I still hear that a woman who chooses not to dress
in a “modest” fashion is “easy” and “not respecting
her body,” with these comments
coming from other women who
decide that they know her simply
because of the type of clothing she
is wearing. Contemporary feminists
profess that a woman is never “asking for it,” despite what she’s wearing. However, judgment continues
to be passed when women label
each other as “easy.”
I often wonder why it’s alright
for women to degrade other women, but it’s not alright for men to do
so. After all, if women can’t even respect each other, how can they expect respect from men? Once, I had
the pleasure of conversing with a
woman who said that stores should
not sell yoga pants and skinny jeans
above a size five. Just as a reference
point, the average American woman wears a size 14.
The #HeForShe campaign asks men to stand
alongside women and fight for gender equality. What
right do we have to ask for this if we can’t even battle
inequality within our own gender?
When it comes to feminism, people are told to
teach their boys to respect girls so that they grow up
to be men that treat women with dignity. The need
for men to respect women has long been at the forefront of this conversation. I wonder when we are going to start teaching women to
respect women.

“Though it’s a
different type of
harassment, the
comments that
other women
make can be just
as degrading as
a cat-call from
a man on the
street.”
Aiyana Moore

Aiyana Moore
is a staff writer for
the Newswire. She
is a junior English
major, writing minor
from London, Ohio.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.

Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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People with disabilities don’t owe us anything
A young woman with one arm
wins a surfing competition. A man
with two prosthetic legs goes to
the Olympics. A boy with autism
sinks a half-court shot. A woman
with multiple sclerosis sings the
national anthem.
We’re all very supportive of
people with disabilities. At least
when they’re doing something
amazing.
Social media has created a value
system in which how many mentions, shares or likes something
gets determines whether or not
it’s worth our time. Unfortunately,
this system breeds insensitivity. A
person with a disability winning a
talent show? Worth our time. The
daily struggles and successes of
millions of people with disabilities in this country and around the
world? Not so much.
Our culture seems to rejoice
over people with disabilities when
they’re winning and ignore them

on the rough days. We’re comfortable discussing disabilities as
long as it’s within the framework
of “overcoming” them. But it’s
unfair for us to label disabilities as
obstacles that must be defeated.
We celebrate people with disabilities in the moments when their
disability is the least visible. What
does that say about us?
It’s a constant temptation to
define people by what’s different about them. “William” becomes “That guy in a wheelchair.”
“Rachel” becomes “The girl with
Down Syndrome.” The viral videos and posts are guilty of this.
Although a video of a boy with
autism making a half-court shot is
highlighting a moment when his
disability is invisible, the focus is
still on the fact that he has autism.
A disability is only one aspect
of who someone is. We don’t see
viral videos titled “Boy with Red
Hair Sinks Half-Court Shot” be-

cause having red hair tells us nothing about who this boy is. A disability is no different. While it may
significantly affect someone’s lifestyle and experiences, it does not
define him or her. No one should
have to possess spectacular talents

Every time I see a new article
published on Pope Francis, I
cringe because I assume it’s going
to be bad. Not bad like the litanyof-sex-abuse-allegations bad that
we saw a couple years ago, but
bad as in no-one-can-describethe-pope-accurately bad.
Since Pope Francis’s election
on Mar. 13, 2013, the Englishspeaking media has regularly mischaracterized the pope’s positions,
papacy and efforts, both by mangling basic Catholic vocabulary
and by projecting political positions onto Church politics that are
hopeful at best. If you think Pope
Francis is a liberal or a progressive, you are wrong.
I wish this problem were restricted to bloggers, but public media sources like National
Public Radio (NPR) — which
claimed the Synod on the Family
was changing doctrine in the lead
of a story on Oct. 5, which was
later redacted — have gotten
the vocabulary wrong. So have
Catholic sources such as National
Catholic Reporter, which hailed
the synod’s document welcoming gay and divorced Catholics as
“revolutionary.”
It would be bold to say I’m setting the record straight, but that’s
what I’m going to attempt to do.
Conservatives and Liberals
First, a little background on

the Catholic Church and political
theory. In the modern age, there
has been no singular Catholic political philosophy. It’s been a widely varying discussion for the past
five centuries at least, and with
two main traditions of thought
if you keep definitions of what’s
included loose. There are writers
concerned with authority and sovereignty — Jean Bodin, Joseph de
Maistre, Donoso Cortés and Carl
Schmitt — and those concerned
with social issues — Thomas
More, Robert de Lamennais, Pope
Leo XIII and Latin American liberation theologians.
Regardless of how many of
these thinkers were later appropriated or how the later ones actually
affiliated themselves, the tradition
itself demonstrates something:
distinctions used by Catholic
thinkers predate bipartisan politics, which emerged in the time of
the French Revolution. Catholic
thought should be beyond right
and left and beyond conservatives
and liberals.
To say that the Church’s position is conservative or liberal in
the sense we use in the U.S. most
of the time is a severe mischaracterization, to say the least. And
worse is to say there are “liberal/
progressive Catholics” and “conservative/traditional Catholics.”
That presumes that there are either

(1) different types of Catholics,
or (2) that the gospel isn’t political, meaning Catholics are free to
choose a comprehensive political
position. Both are wrong.
First, the unity of the communal faith is primary and political parties come second, so there
should simply be Catholics — no
adjective before. It’s one, universal faith, not a set of propositions, some of which are optional.
Second, the gospel has political
implications, but how that’s implemented is always up for discussion
according to local problems and
customs. Doctrine, yes, but also
mercy.
I will concede one point. Some
Catholic political thinkers believe
the gospel is compatible with liberalism or with democracy or with
monarchy. As thinkers such as St.
Augustine have demonstrated,
this is entirely possible, but with
a strong qualification. The gospel
may be able to work with these
political systems, but it does not
endorse any single one.
Hence, there shouldn’t be “liberal Catholics” or “conservative
Catholics,” just Catholics who believe one or the other is the “best”
of the available options.

“We’re comfortable
discussing disabilities
as long as it’s within
the framework of
‘overcoming’ them.”
Tatum Hunter
or perform miraculous feats to
convince us of this.
It is wrong to only think about
the challenges faced and goals accomplished by people with disabilities when they give us warm
fuzzies. People with disabilities
do not have this option. They

live with their disability whether
or not it is glamorous at that moment, so our awareness and support should be unconditional. The
respect and appreciation a person
deserves should not be contingent
on his or her ability to wow us.
All human beings are infinitely valuable. Not because they’ve
overcome the challenges they’ve
faced. Not because they’ve done
amazing, impressive things. Not
because they have a disability.
Not because they don’t have one.
Because they are human.
It is our responsibility to celebrate humanity instead of “normality.” But don’t take it from me
— there are many people with
disabilities who use the internet
to share their views and experiences. I’d like to see a move away
from viral videos and toward the
writing, speaking and artistic creations of people with disabilities.
They don’t need “likes,” and they

don’t need applause. They need
to be recognized for what they
are: complex, multidimensional
human beings with a value that
doesn’t need to be proven and
could never be measured.

The Pope’s Purpose
Francis is keyed into this, and
you don’t have to dig through long
Church documents to see that. In
his closing address at the synod,
he has harsh words for “traditionalists” and “progressives and
liberals.” Both experience temptations to “hostile inflexibility” and
to “a deceptive mercy ... that treats
the symptoms and not the causes
and roots,” respectively. These are
his words, not mine. Yes, Francis
is trying to plot the moderate
course through today’s political
milieu, but he is also acknowledging a fundamental aspect of the
Catholic tradition: its age and tradition resists the superficial characterizations of post-revolutionary politics.
The synod’s documents and
Francis’s approach cannot be
revolutionary in the strict sense
of the word. Neither the pope
nor the bishops are trying to overthrow anything.
Some particularly egregious
commentary has come from
ThinkProgress, a “progressive”
and critical news source in its own
words. A Dec. 11 article, “Pope
Francis Has Done More Than
You Think In 2013,” describes the
pope’s statements on homosexuality and economic inequality as
“relatively liberal.”
The article pitches his initia-

tives as in-line with progressive
values, but that’s a superficial judgment. The Church has been “liberal” — if that means caring for
the poor and that excessive wealth
is problematic — since Jesus’s
own ministry. But the poor and
simplicity have their own meaning
in Catholic terms. Francis may be
on-board with some things liberals also value, but he will not ever
be a liberal.
Francis isn’t fooled into either conservatism or liberalism.
His political position is Catholic,
whether you like it or not.
Part 2 of this piece will be published
next week.

Tatum Hunter is the opinions & editorials editor of the Newswire. She is
a junior English major from Lebanon,
Ohio.

Media inaccurately portrays pope

Taylor Fulkerson is the managing
editor of the Newswire. He is a senior
philosophy major from Lanesville, Ind.
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Jubilant “Godspell” gladdens

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

(From left to right) First-year Adam Dill, sophomore Tyler Ferrari and sophomore Sean Burlingame portray Jesus’ loyal disciples along with sophomore Eric Minion (far right) as Judas Iscariot.

By alex spindler

Arts & Entertainment Editor

The Xavier Department of
Music and Theatre premiered
Stephen Schwartz’s parable-infused musical “Godspell” to both
guffaws and tears.
Based on the Gospel according
to Matthew, “Godspell” gathers a
motley crew of 12 seemingly-professional John and Jane Does who
have been distracted from Jesus’
word for too long.
Through catchy melodies –
written by Schwartz, famed for
his blockbusters “Wicked” and
“Pippin” – and light-hearted humor, “Godspell” leads its disciples
and audience members on the
Messiah’s journey to redemption,
compassion and a greater appre-

ciation for the fellow man.
While matinée performances
are notorious for unreceptive audience members and sluggish energy, this ensemble brought vitality into every song and story.
Everyone seemed to have enjoyed the infectious energy and
impromptu audience interactions
the most, making up for blending and choreographic mess-ups
throughout the production.
Though not every cast member
provided the same level of dedication to the dance moves and
harmonies as others, the numbers
which required a full ensemble
stood apart from the rest.
Brandon Langjahr, leading the
group as Jesus Christ, portrayed
the perfect amount of sensitivity,

care and wisdom required for a
character as complex as the Son
of God.
His voice soared in “Beautiful
City” yet wept with sorrow during his ultimate crucifixion. Eric
Minion, playing the dual role
of John the Baptist and Judas
Iscariot, switched easily between
roles and displayed the tenacity and bite necessary for both
characters.
Though unnamed (save moments when they called each other
by their own names), members of
the ensemble shined in moments
of hilarity and despair.
First-year Taylor Haas has perfect comedic timing with ukulele-playing skills to boot. Senior
Megan Hostetler’s haunting alto

was an apt fit to “By my Side,”
while junior Maya Farhat’s belt
provided the essential Gospel
flavor to “O Bless the Lord my
Soul.”
Despite Stephen Schwartz’s
score and John Michael Tebelak’s
book seeming a bit outdated and
more equipped for a 1970s audience, the revitalized arrangements (beautifully directed by
Scot Buzza) brought these triedand-true pop hymns into the 21st
century.
The technical aspects were
fluid and meshed together well.
Senior Alice Trent’s lightning design never ceases to amaze while
senior Alana Yurczyk continues
her streak of minimalistic and
inventive scenic design hits with

“The Last Five Years” and now
“Godspell.” Sophomore August
Dice’s sound design cues also left
an impression.
Cincinnati favorite Dee Anne
Bryll, taking the helm as both director and choreographer, returns
to Xavier Theatre with an entertaining and family-friendly musical that is sure to delight during
the university’s Family Weekend.
While certain moments of the
show fell flat in terms of emotion
or cohesion of song and dance,
“Godspell” enlightens through
and through. The show runs Oct.
24-25 during Family Weekend.

By Liz Slocum

and Sciences.
In the statement, he acknowledged past hosts and expressed
his excitement at finally getting to
fulfill what has been a dream of
his for quite a while.
“It is an honor and a thrill to be
asked to host this year’s Academy
Awards,” he said.
“I grew up watching the Oscars
and was always in such awe of
some of the greats who hosted
the show. To be asked to follow in
the footsteps of Johnny Carson,
Billy Crystal, Ellen DeGeneres
and everyone else who had the
great fortune of hosting is a bucket list dream come true.”
The Awards’ co-producers
Craig Zadan and Neil Maron, who
are set to produce the show for the
third consecutive year, have also
released a statement through the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences stating that they are
excited to have Harris as a host.
“We are thrilled to have Neil
host the Oscars,” they said. “We
have known him his entire adult
life, and we have watched him
explode as a great performer in
feature films, television and stage.
To work with him on the Oscars
is the perfect storm, all of his resources and talent coming together on a global stage.”

Newswire Rating:

“An Iliad”epically wows NPH to host 2015 Oscars
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

Kicking off the second act of
Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati’s
2014-15 season is the masterfullyexecuted “An Iliad,” which regionally premiered Oct. 14.
“An Iliad,” adapted from
Homer’s epic poem, is a one-man
show recounting the events of the
Trojan War by using it as a parallel
to the hardships and suffering of
war in a modern setting.
The show plays out as a highlight reel of the epic, told by the
weary, aged Poet: a man cursed
by the muses to tell this sorrowful
tale time and time again.
The play’s ability to nuance the
arbitrary and petty nature of war
throughout time is haunting, skillfully using its subject matter to put
the evil at the heart of war into a
telling perspective.
By using such a famous poem
as Homer’s “The Iliad” for context, writers of the play Lisa
Peterson and Denis O’Hare expertly craft a tale of woe with an
impactful message.
Performing the role of
The Poet is a true thespian of
Cincinnati fame Bruce Cromer, a
seasoned actor who lights up the
stage with his impressive range of

raw emotion.
To put it simply, Cromer is
incredible.
Cromer creates
a character with
layers of relatability by expertly
weaving his eccentric humor and extreme woe toward
the nature of war.
Empathizing
with Cromer’s Poet
is not difficult.
His
performance is both
intensely frustratPhoto courtesy of cincinnati.com
ing, yet rewarding
in the midst of a Bruce Cromer mystifies in the classic Greek fashion.
“An Iliad” is an all-around great
world obsessed with romanticizing violence and neglecting to ac- piece of theater, skillfully integratknowledge the ripples of harm it ing Homer’s great epic into the
nuanced voice of Cromer’s Poet,
is responsible for.
Cromer brings to the show delivering an important message
much of its unique style in ex- on the state of war in modern
ploitative story-telling, but not society.
Highly recommended and
without the help of a simple set
and an impressive use of technical thrilling, “An Iliad” runs at
Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati
showmanship.
Director Michael Haney’s through Nov. 2.
sound and lighting throughout
Newswire Rating:
“An Iliad” give important weight
to Cromer’s words through their
carefully chosen execution.

Staff Writer

On Feb. 22, many Americans
will be tuning in to watch the 87th
Academy Awards for the glitz,
glamour and the antics of the celebrity host .
This time the host will be theactor, producer, director and singer Neil Patrick Harris of “How I
Met your Mother” fame.
The veteran performer, who
himself is a multiple Emmy and
Tony winner at the age of 41, will
be announcing the 2015 Oscar
nominees at the Dolby Theatre
in Hollywood, Calif. In the past,
Harris hosted four broadcasts
of Broadway’s Tony Awards and
two of TV’s Primetime Emmy
Awards.
Though Harris has performed
in the Academy Awards show in
the past, leading an opening songand-dance routine at the 2010
Awards hosted by Steve Martin
and Alec Baldwin, this will be the
first time the show has had him as
a host.
The “Gone Girl” star announced the news of his role
as host in a video he shared via
Twitter on Oct. 15.
That same day, Harris made an
official statement released by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
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Raven-Symoné baffles viewers
Raven-Symoné raises eyebrows in response to questions about her racial and sexual identity.
By Allison Wisyanski

Staff Writer
Raven-Symoné, former star of
“The Cosby Show” and “That’s
So Raven,” appeared on Oprah
Winfrey’s premiere titled “Where
Are They Now?” on Oct. 5.
During the interview, RavenSymoné sparked controversy
through a statement regarding her
race and created a new subject for
the social media scene to attack.
The interview started with a
discussion about the tweet that
she sent last year stating, “I can
finally get married! Yay government! So proud of you.”
After reading this tweet, Oprah
asked whether she wants to be labeled gay or not and she responded, “I don’t want to be labeled gay.
I want to be labeled a human who
loves humans. I’m tired of being
labeled. I’m an American. I’m
not an African-American. I’m an
American.”
Some viewers were not pleased
with the latter part of this statement, many of them taking to so-

cial media and news sites.
“I get it. Raven-Symoné doesn’t
like labels. But she is wrong to run
away from her blackness, seemingly hoping that no one acknowledges her beautiful brown skin
and the history written all over
her face,” Roxanne Jones, editor
of ESPN The Magazine, said.
Twitter also blew up with angry tweets toward her statement.
“Funny thing about RavenSymoné and folks like her is how
they make their money from the
patronage of black people then
drop us in public,” one woman
stated.
Other statements included, “I
don’t support those who want
to dissociate themselves from
Blackness for advancement,” and,
“I understand Raven-Symoné’s
ultimate goal to break away from
labels…but completely disowning your own race was a bit drastic.” The tweets critiquing RavenSymoné go on, but not all of
Twitter felt the same way.
Some positive tweets sur-

rounding the situation stated that
the interview was “So real and
true,” and that, “The slander towards Raven-Symoné is ridiculous. People get so uncomfortable
when someone views the world
differently than them.”
“Good for you. Let’s stop dividing ourselves and let’s start
being intellectually curious and
accepting the fact that our people
are going to go in a different direction. And stop trying to win and
start trying to understand each
other. Who wants to be defined
by their sexuality? Who wants to
be defined by their color?” Glenn
Beck said on his TV show, “The
Glenn Beck Program.”
Beck understands RavenSymoné’s statement, despite the
varying comments.
“I never said I wasn’t black.
I want to make that very clear. I
said, ‘I am not African American.’
I never expected my personal beliefs and comments to spark such
emotion in people. I think it is
only positive when we can openly

ride.
“The Best of Me” does not
disappoint in that this predictable
movie formula seems to be consistent in Spark’s films. No matter how sad the movie is, viewers
know that they can expect the
weird, heartwarming feeling that
almost immediately follows the
tears.
Throughout “The Best of Me,”
viewers are given a look into the
lives of the poor boy from a bad
home, Dawson (James Marsden),
and the ambitious rich girl,
Amanda (Michelle Monaghan).

Dawson and Amanda, high
school sweethearts, are victims of
Sparks’s predictable plotline where
there are issues waiting around every corner of their relationship,
from a death that is revealed in
the first 10 minutes of the film to
the disapproving parents that are
repeated in other Nicholas Sparks
films.
Even though many unlucky
and, frankly, downright depressing events befall Amanda and
Dawson and their relationship, the
movie still manages to end on an
oddly positive note.

Photo courtesy of imdb.com

Raven-Symoné suffered some backlash after her controversial interview.

discuss race and being labeled in
America,” Raven-Symoné said to
E! News in response to her critics.
She claimes she didn’t want

to raise controversy through the
statement, but rather was trying
to erase labels applied to her own
identity.

As a Nicholas Sparks movie,
“The Best of Me” succeeds in telling a cute, romantic story where
viewers smile nearly as much as
they cry.
What the movie fails to bring
to theaters are deep, relatable
characters that move away from
the predictable actions and family ties that are so common in
Sparks’s films.
This brings up the question,
where is the originality? “The Best
of Me” is almost too similar to its
predecessors and makes it more
obvious that it’s time for some-

thing new.
If what you’re looking for in
Nicholas Sparks’s newest film,
“The Best of Me,” is a stereotypical Spark’s movie, then you’re in
luck.
However, if you’re ready for
a new romantic story where the
ending isn’t readily obvious and
the characters aren’t flat and onedimensional characters, it may be
better to look elsewhere.

On
teaching:
arts but also be
“I think my two faprogressive in a
vorites would be
way that we are
sculpture, of course,
just as competibecause it’s my first
tive as the larger
love: transforming
schools.
raw materials into
On the obbeautiful three-dijectives of the
mensional objects.
art school:
“The
second
“I like to
most favorite course
think we’re a
would be my seprogram that’s
nior seminar course,
a
graduate
Photo courtesy of xtra.xavier.edu
which allows stuschool for unMr. Phelps teaches courses such as sculpture, ceramics and 3-D Design.
dents to see behind
dergraduate
the scenes into what art making campus, but I don’t think that will students, because we have a small
is: the business and technical side happen anytime soon.”
class ratio. Our students are often
of art.
However, Phelps is still hope- working directly with the profesOn the art department:
ful for the future of the art de- sors, so there’s a lot of one-on“Xavier students are some- partment and looks forward to one interaction and contact in the
times oblivious to the going-ons seeing how the department will classroom. We’re all professional
of the department because of progress. “A lot of schools are so artists first and educators second,
the Cohen Center’s somewhat re- incredibly techno driven and de- so we do have that one on one inmote location. Traditionally, a lot pend on technology, 3-D printers, teraction with students.”
of schools have art departments, CNC replicating machines and
Phelps is also looking forward
and they typically are on the outer things of that nature.
to the future.
edge of the campus. It would be
On Arts and Innovation:
“What I would like to see in
nice to have an art department our department is to maintain
“Now with this whole new
that is right in the main heart of a sense of craft within the fine School of Arts and Innovation

that is coming on way, we hope
to interact more with the other
disciplines music, theater and art,
so that we’re not working against
each other. We’re considered a division where music, theatre and
art are together and more unified
and we can help to promote each
other, especially when it comes to
recruiting and college fairs.
On the Xavier student body:
“I love Xavier and I love the
students here,” Phelps said. “The
students are spectacular and
they’re just marvelous, energetic
and very hungry students. I think
the only downside about being
here in Cohen is the disconnect
between campus and where we’re
located, but I still enjoy it.
“I think the students are definitely starting to figure out who
they are. It takes a while to figure
out who you are in the visual arts
world anyway, but by the time they
get out, they’re really prepared to
go on to the next level whether
that be grad school or work in the
art world.”

“The Best of Me” is sappy, at best
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer

“The Best of Me,” despite being another movie based off of a
best-selling Nicholas Sparks book,
failed to wow the audience.
If there’s one common denominator in the Nicholas Sparks
movies, it’s that viewers are going
to feel a strange mix of happiness
and sadness, and “The Best of
Me” is no different.
In fact, Sparks manages to jampack so many of these emotions
in the short 110-minute film that
it almost feels like a rollercoaster

Newswire Rating:

An interview with Mr. Kelly Phelps of the Art Department
By Zenab Saeed
Staff Writer

Xavier
University’s
Art
Department, located in the A.B.
Cohen Center, is looking forward
to continued success.
Kelly Phelps, the current chair
of the Art Department, shared his
experiences and goals for his first
year in the department.
Phelps received his Bachelor
of Fine Arts with an emphasis in
ceramics and sculpture from Ball
State University and his Master of
Fine Arts degree in ceramics and
sculpture from the University of
Kentucky, joining Xavier in 2003.
He is also the head of the
sculpture program, where he
teaches all levels of sculpture, 3-D
design, drawing and the senior
seminar course.
Before coming to Xavier,
Phelps was a faculty member at
the University of Dayton, where
his identical twin brother is currently a professor in visual arts.
Though Phelps loves teaching
all of his classes.
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Things to do during

Family Weekend

BY HANA PRISCU
Copy Editor

Every year, there comes a time when students must reveal to their parents realities of
college life. However, after seeing the essentials (the cafeteria, the library and your dorm
room) there may be a few hours remaining. Xavier hosts many sporting and recreational
activities on campus in which families can partake, but there are also many exciting options around the Cincinnati area for the more curious visitors.

Newswire photo by Hana Priscu
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Montgomery
Inn Boathouse

Eden Park

If the urge to explore overwhelms some of the more
adventurous visitors, Eden Park has many attractions
in which to lose oneself. The Cincinnati Art Museum,
which resides in the park, will be featuring an exhibit
on contemporary street photography, entitled “Eyes on
the Street,” by many artists that have never before displayed their work in Cincinnati. There is also a rotating exhibit of neon works by Cincinnati artist Anthony
Luensman, entitled CAMPGROUND. The park also
features a large playground, Cincinnati Playhouse in the
Park and the Krohn Conservatory, which houses beautiful plants and butterflies. If all the excitement leaves the
family wanting more, the park features beautiful trails,
ponds and fountains, as well as a beautiful lookout point
over the Ohio River with benches and the occasional
food truck. Eden Park begins where Victory Parkway
becomes Eden Park Drive.

A popular spot for Xavier students and families,
the Montgomery Inn Boathouse is known for its famous homemade barbeque sauce and boasts the motto,
“Rockin’ the sauce since 1951.” The Montgomery Inn
Boathouse is also quite popular for its many rib entrées
that feature its specialty sauce, as many of the menu
items do. The restaurant is located on the Ohio River
and offers beautiful sights from the many large windows. The Montgomery Inn Boathouse is located at 925
Riverside Drive, though there is also another restaurant
at 9440 Montgomery Road. that is the original location
of the Montgomery Inn restaurant.

Newswire photo by Hana Priscu

Betta’s
Italian Oven

When all the glitz and glamor of parents’ weekend
leaves you exhausted and hungry for a hearty meal,
Betta’s Italian Oven is a traditional, family-owned Italian
restaurant right off of Xavier’s campus. The owner, Will
DeLuca, and his family bring the recipes of his mother,
Betta, and of his hometown of Pietramelara, Italy, to
Cincinnati. With homemade and house specialty dishes
like filo chicken, fettuccini alfredo, eggplant parmigiano
and Icelandic white fish italiano, there is something for
everyone in the family to enjoy. The Betta’s experience
is a Xavier tradition among students and faculty alike,
and has been recently upgraded with a new café and bar
area in the addition next door. Located at the corner
of Montgomery Road and Cleneay Avenue, Betta’s is
an easy and scrumptious option after exploring all that
Xavier and Cincinnati have to offer.
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Ault Park

Ault Park is home to many beautiful gardens for
families that enjoy scenic strolls and stopping to smell
the roses. The main garden, the Garden of Old Roses,
offers just the opportunity. The entire garden is replanted each season to display trees and other plants that
flourish in each particular season. Another focal point
of the park is the Heekin Overlook, which features a
panoramic view of the Little Miami River valley as well
as Lunken Airport. The park also features soccer fields
in the Centennial Shelter and a children’s playground for
more active options. Walking through the beautiful rose
gardens of Ault Park will allow your parents to rest easy
knowing that there are a number of activities avaliable
for college students to take part in. The park begins at
3600 Observatory Ave.

Friday

If ever there existed a place that could entertain
the whole family, it would be Newport on the Levee.
During parents’ weekend, there will be Haunted Duck
Tours on the Ohio River led by tour guides armed with
local ghost stories. Participants will receive handheld
“Wacky Quackers” to scare off any evil spirits that may
be encountered during the tour. The vehicles offer a
unique land and aquatic touring experience. There are
also many restaurants and stores to keep everyone entertained. From the casual Five Guys Burgers and Fries
to the more upscale Mitchell’s Fish Market seafood
restaurant and bar, the family can sit down and break
bread after exploring Newport. The area begins at the
corner of 3rd Street and Levee Way. While the Newport
Aquarium is another feature of Newport on the Levee,
it is described as the “country’s number one aquarium,”
according to USA Today.
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Newport on
the Levee

Musketeer Fanfest on the Plaza
Cintas Center Plaza 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Musketeer Madness
Cintas Center Arena 7 to 9 p.m.
Godspell
Gallagher Student Center Theatre 7:30 p.m.

*Shows also Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Saturday

Brunch on Campus
Hoff Dining Commons 10 to 2 p.m.
AcaBellas Performance
Husman Stage 1 p.m.
Xavier Fall Family Fest
North Xavier Yard 2 to 4 p.m.
Free Admission to
O’Connor Sports Center
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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Cincinnati Zoo

Observe the cougars, llamas, crocodiles and white tigers from a safe yet exciting distance with the family to
make this parents’ weekend memorable. The Cincinnati
Zoo will also be featuring HallZOOween each weekend
in October, with activities like Polar Bear Pumpkin Fun
and Elephant Pumpkin Smash, as well as the normal animal exhibits. Introduce the whole family to Chewie, the
spirited western lowland gorilla, or to Reggie, the sulfurcrested cockatoo. The event will also feature trick-ortreating stations and the option to come in costume,
if you dare. The zoo also contains a section of botanical gardens with over 3,500 species of trees and other
plants for the more sophisticated of zoo-goers. There
are also many restaurants in the surrounding downtown
Cincinnati area to keep the party going. The zoo is located at 3400 Vine Street.
Mass
Cintas Center Banquet Room 4 p.m.
Comedy Night with Amy Anderson
Cintas Center Banquet Room 9 to 11 p.m.

Sunday

Mass
Bellarmine Chapel 9 and 11 a.m.
Free Admission to O’Connor Sports Center
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
*More events are listed on the Xavier website

